
Opinion Writing Prompt: 

 

 

You have noticed that many of your peers are using TikTok. As a member 

of the journalism club, you have been tasked to write an opinion editorial 

answering the question: In your opinion, is TikTok appropriate for kids 

under 13? Use information from the passages in your essay.  
 

 

Manage your time carefully so that you can  

• read the passages;  

• plan your response;  

• write your response; and  

• revise and edit your response.  

Be sure to include 

• an introduction;  

• information from the passages as support; and  

• a conclusion that is related to the information presented. Your 

response should be in the form of a multiparagraph essay. Write your 

response in the space provided. 

 

 

 

Please type your essay below after the texts! :)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Passage 1 - Is TikTok Good for Kids? 
From the December 2019 / January 2020 Issue 

https://storyworks.scholastic.com/issues/2019-20/120119/is-tiktok-good-for-kids.html#On%20Level
https://storyworks.scholastic.com/issues/2019-20/120119.html


 
 

Jade is begging her parents to let her make videos with this app. They say it’s a bad 

idea. Who’s right? 

Dear Mom and Dad, 

It’s so not fair that you won’t let me get TikTok. It’s one of the most popular 

apps in the world! More than 1.2 billion people have it, includingALL of my 

friends. When everyone at school talks about the videos they’remaking, I 

feel totally left out. 

You say some TikTok videos have swearing and violence. But I’m a good 

kid! That won’t change just because I start using TikTok. And I know you 

think I’ll spend too much time looking at screens. But you can set my 

account so that I’m on TikTok for no more than two hours a day. 

Who knows what talents I’ll discover by making my own videos? Coming up 

with dances and skits will make me more creative. By recording funny 

movie quotes, I’ll get better at memorizing stuff. (Think of how that’ll help 

me at school!) And editing the videos will help me practice my computer 

skills. 

Please give me a chance. You can check my account every day. Or you can 

make your own accounts and follow me! We can even do family duets—I’m 

thinking Ed Sheeran? 

Your daughter, Jade 

Dear Jade,  

You are a good kid! But when you see other kids making videos with 

swearing and rude behavior, you could start to get the idea that that’s OK. 

And some people leave mean comments on posts. We don’t want you to 

get hurt. 



There’s a group called Common SenseMedia that helps parents decide 

which apps are right for kids. It says kids should be at least 16 to use 

TikTok, mostly because inappropriate videos get posted. TikTok’s own rule 

is that you have to be 13 to post or comment. We know a lot of kids lie 

about their age, but that’s just not how we do things. 

We appreciate your thinking about screen time, but two hours of TikTok 

every day is still way too much. You’ll do better in school if you spend that 

time doing homework. 

We do feel bad that you’re left out. TikTok is huge right now, but trust us, 

that’ll fade. In the meantime, we can still record family duets—and text 

them to Grandma and Grandpa. Who could ask for better fans? 

With love, Mom and Dad 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Passage 2 - Parents' Ultimate Guide to TikTok 
By Frannie Ucciferri 3/1/2020 

Is TikTok safe? How does it work? And can I do a duet with my kid? 

Everything you need to know about this popular musical singing and 

sharing app. 

With so many social networks to keep track of, it's not surprising if your 
kid's obsession with the TikTok app leaves you scratching your head. So 
what is it exactly? 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/users/frannie-ucciferri/bio


TikTok is a free social media app that lets you watch, create, and share 
videos -- often to a soundtrack of the top hits in music -- right from your 
phone. It was originally available as musical.ly in the U.S. but was 
rebranded when the two apps merged in August 2018. With more than 100 
million users, Tik Tok is incredibly popular, owing in part to its slick mash-
up of features from other kid favorites. As with the lip-synching app 
Dubsmash, users can watch and record videos of themselves lip-synching 
to popular music and sound bites. As they did on the now-defunct Vine, 
kids can create short, shareable videos ranging from funny to serious. And 
just like YouTube, Tik Tok is an interactive world of videos that lets you 
connect with friends and admirers through likes, comments, and even 
duets. 

TikTok even spawns its own celebrities. Back before TikTok acquired 
musical.ly, overnight sensations like Baby Ariel and Jacob Sartorius 
gained internet fame on the app, especially with kids and teens. Since 
then, even more stars have joined the list. 

But with so much information out there, it can be a challenge for parents 
to know if it's really safe. While TikTok videos are mostly harmless, creative 
fun, there are real concerns about kids using the app. As with any social 
network, you have to use privacy settings to limit how much information 
you and your kids are sharing. Kids can post stuff without reviewing or 
editing it first. There have even been reports of online predators using the 
app to target younger users.   And in 2019, TikTok paid millions to settle 
with federal regulators who charged it violated children's privacy law. 

 

How safe is TikTok?  

Using any social network can be risky, but it's possible for kids to safely 
use the app with adult supervision (and a private account). When you sign 
up for TikTok, your account is public by default, meaning anyone can see 
your videos, send you direct messages, and use your location information. 
Parents should make sure to turn on all privacy settings for accounts kids 
are using, so only people you know can interact with your videos or 
message you on the app. That means either opting for a private account 
or changing the settings for comments, duets, reactions, and messages to 
"Friends" instead of "Everyone." You can also turn those features off 
completely. 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/dubsmash
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/dubsmash
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/vine-camera
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/website-reviews/youtube
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/search/%22jacob%20sartorius%22
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/9-social-media-red-flags-parents-should-know-about
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/9-social-media-red-flags-parents-should-know-about
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/the-facts-about-online-predators-every-parent-should-know


Is TikTok appropriate for kids? 

Because of TikTok's emphasis on popular music, many videos include foul 
language and inappropriate lyrics, so it may not be age-appropriate for 
kids to use on their own. It's also easy to find people wearing 
inappropriate clothing and dancing inappropriately. If you supervise your 
kids and stick to songs you already know from the radio, TikTok can be a 
kid-friendly experience. In 2019,  after settling with the Federal Trade 
Commission for child privacy violations due to all the children under 13 on 
the site, the developers created a separate section of the app for kids that 
only allows them to access curated, clean videos. They can't comment, 
search, or post their own videos. However, bypassing that section only 
requires entering a false birthdate. Users can also earn TikTok Reward 
points by inviting friends to download the app, and then they can redeem 
those points for coupons from brands like Sephora and Uber. It's also 
possible to spend real money by adding virtual coins to your Wallet. 

What age is TikTok recommended for? 

Common Sense recommends the app for age 15+ mainly due to the privacy 
issues and mature content. TikTok requires that users be at least 13 years 
old to use the app. Anyone under the age of 18 must have approval of a 
parent or guardian -- but there are plenty of young tween users. If your 
younger kid or tween wants to use the app, the account should belong to 
an adult who can monitor what younger users are browsing and sharing. 
There's also the section of the app mentioned above that's meant for kids 
under 13 that restricts access to mature content and comments, but since 
entering a false birthdate is easy, it's still best for older teens. 

 

 

How can I use TikTok with my kids? 

You can provide a buffer between kids and iffy content by watching with 
your kids and making videos together. Offer to hold the camera or turn it 
around to do a selfie duet. You can post it or save it as "private" so only 
you can see. The app also lets you share videos by email, text, or other 
social media where you can better control who sees it, so kids can perform 
for friends and relatives instead of a wider network of people. 



Is there any way to limit or restrict my kid's activity on TikTok? 

In addition to blocked search terms, TikTok also offers Digital Wellbeing 
features to help limit time spent on the app and limit the appearance of 
inappropriate videos. To turn these features on, tap the three dots at the 
top right of your user profile. Then select "Digital Wellbeing" next to the 
icon of an umbrella. The features are automatically protected by a four-
digit pass code so kids can't turn them off on their own. From there, 
parents can opt to turn on Screen Time Management, which limits users to 
two hours on the app per day, and Restricted Mode, which blocks some 
content. Keep in mind, Restricted Mode isn't foolproof, and even with the 
filter on, kids using the app on their own might come across age-
inappropriate videos. As of 2020, there's a Family Safety Mode feature that 
lets parents link their own accounts to their kids to control time limits and 
Restricted Mode, and it adds direct messages as well. Currently, Family 
Safety Mode isn't available in the U.S. 

How can I monitor my kid's activity on TikTok? 

Other than Restricted Mode, there's no way to filter out content on TikTok, 
so parents are encouraged to share an account with kids under the age of 
13. This will let you keep an eye on what your kid is viewing and posting. 
Parents of older kids who are more resistant to monitoring can ask about 
their favorite video creators and get to know their videos. Also, take the 
time to regularly look at the most popular songs, videos, memes, and 
challenges. 

What if my kid wants to get famous on TikTok? 

While the safest way to use TikTok is with a private account, the social 
nature of the app and the rapid success of its stars might have your kids 
begging to set it to public. There's huge enticement to get famous, which 
could encourage kids to do things they wouldn't normally do to get a 
larger audience. They may also become obsessed with "likes" and virtual 
approval. Encourage and model safe behavior, and make sure to set limits 
on the type of information your kid shares. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Passage 3 - Teens are using TikTok to talk about difficult issues 

 

On TikTok, David Geipel sees videos of people speaking about their mental 

health problems. 

There have been many of these videos on the social media program 

recently.  

TikTok is known for videos such as dances or just kids goofing off. 

However, the platform also gives teenagers a place to talk about their 

struggles. 

His goal for 2020, Geipel said, is to share more about his mental health. He 

struggled after injuries stopped him from playing sports.  

Geipel is 18 years old. A student from Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, he mostly 

posts videos to remind people that they matter. Strangers have told him 

what his message meant to them. He has 213,000 followers. 

https://newsela.com/read/tiktok-mental-health/id/2000004233/


"The most upsetting thing is how broken everyone is," said Geipel. Yet "the 

cool thing is everybody is open about it." 

Teens Have Made TikTok Popular 

Teenagers have made TikTok popular. It allows users to share short 

videos, often to songs or sound from other people. 

TikTok has become a platform where people can talk about anxiety and 

depression. Others talk about getting out of harmful relationships. When 

people are depressed they find it hard to feel happiness or joy.  

When users search "depression" or "suicide" on TikTok, tips on getting help 

appear. Suicide is when a person ends his or her own life.  

Experts say that often mental illness is what leads to suicide. Mental 

illnesses are serious conditions that are different than feeling sad. Feeling 

sad or lonely sometimes is normal. It is usually related to what is 

happening in your life. Mental illness, on the other hand, refers to 

disorders that affect someone's mood, thoughts and behavior. Anxiety and 

depression are examples of mental illnesses. 

Most mental illnesses can be treated by doctors.  

Getting Through Hard Times Together 

"Young people are willing to have conversations" that older people have 

not had, said Jessa Lingel, a professor at the University of Pennsylvania. 

"You have a generation that has completely let go of that. It's kind of like, 

'How can we all get through this together?'" 



David Geipel's father saw his son getting frustrated after his injuries. He 

learned his son was turning to TikTok to find a new interest, making his 

own videos. 

He told his son that his dreams got shattered with injuries. "You had to dig 

deep down inside to find a new you," he told him. 

Experts say people have often turned to online communities to find 

support. However, they say younger people are different. 

"They've always grown up with social support being found online as well as 

off," Lingel said. "The thing we really see" with young people is their sense 

that sharing could help someone else, she said. 

Opening Up To People Their Own Age 

In the early 2000s, people started posting about their lives on Facebook. 

While older people use Facebook to find groups, younger people have 

turned to TikTok. Lingel said teenagers have found the online space, away 

from parents and grandparents, to open up to people their own age. 

Samira Rajabi works in technology at the University of Colorado Boulder. 

She said that people can make sense of difficult experiences by having a 

way to communicate what they feel they can't share anywhere else. 

Humor is important, said Rajabi. It's a way for someone who has gone 

through something traumatic to make sense of the world again, she said. 

Jaynay Johnson is a therapist who works with teens in Pennsylvania. She 

likes that TikTok allows teenagers to express themselves. However, she 



said parents should be aware of what their kids are doing on the program 

and talk to them about it. 

"When you have teenagers talking about real life issues," she said, "they 

often don't know the answer to getting help." 

As for Geipel, one of his most popular videos is simple. He talks about 

things teenagers have to look forward to in life. He wanted to remind them 

there is a future worth living for, no matter how tough their world seems. 

 

 
Text Dependent Questions 

RI.1.1, 1.2, 2.5, 2.6, 3.7, 3.9 
Passage 1 “Is TikTok Good For Kids” and  

Passage 2 “Parents’ Ultimate Guide to TikTok” 
Passage 3 “Teens are using TikTok to talk about difficult issues” 

 

USE PASSAGE 1 AND 3 FOR THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS. 
 
 

1. Which detail from passage 1 shows that Jade thinks TikTok is helpful 
to kids? (RI.1.1) 

 
A. “It’s so not fair that you won’t let me get TikTok” 
B. “But you can set my account so that I’m on TikTok for no more than 

two hours a day” 
C. “And editing the videos will help me practice my computer skills” 
D. “You can check my account every day” 

 
 
2. What is the purpose of the section titled Teens have made TikTok 
Popular in passage 3?  (RI.2.5) 
 

A. To show how teens made tiktok popular 
B. To explain why kids are depressed 
C. To show why teens are popular 

https://storyworks.scholastic.com/issues/2019-20/120119/is-tiktok-good-for-kids.html#On%20Level
https://newsela.com/read/tiktok-mental-health/id/2000004233/


D. To explain how tiktok helps teens 
 
3. Fill in the circles to match the questions to where the answer can be 
found; Passage 1, Passage 3 or both. (place an X in the correct box) (RI.3.7) 
 
 

 Passage 1 Passage 3 Both 

How old should kids be to use tiktok?    

What are some ways tiktok helps kids?    

How does tiktok help kids with difficult 
issues? 

   

 
 
 
4. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B. 
(RI.3.9) 

 
Part A: What idea do both passages share? 
 

A. Tiktok helps with depression. 
B. Tiktok should not be allowed for kids under the age of 16. 
C. Tiktok is helpful to kids and allows them to relate to each other 

and learn new things. 
D. Tiktok helps kids be creative and smarter. 

 
Part B: Select one detail from each passage to support your answer 
in Part A.  
 

A. And editing the videos will help me practice my computer skills. 

(passage 1) 

B. It says kids should be at least 16 to use TikTok, mostly because 

inappropriate videos get posted. (passage 1) 

C. TikTok has become a platform where people can talk about 

anxiety and depression. (Passage 2) 



D. Lingel said teenagers have found the online space, away from 

parents and grandparents, to open up to people their own 

age. (passage 2) 

E. It allows users to share short videos, often to songs or sound 

from other people. (passage 2) 

5.  Select the point of view that is represented in both passages. (RI.2.6) 

A. Tiktok has benefits for kids but is for adults only 

B. Tiktok can be helpful to kids but should be used cautiously 

C. Tiktok is used to help those in need only 

D. Tiktok helps kids be creative and better in school. 

6. Which two sentences should be included in a summary of passage 3? 

(RI.1.2) 

A. TikTok is known for funny videos but it also gives teenagers a place 

to talk about their struggles. 

B. Kids should be at least 16 to use TikTok, mostly because 

inappropriate videos get posted. 

C. Kids have always grown up with social support being found online 

and Tiktok allows a way to communicate what they feel. 

D. Humor is important and a way for someone who has gone through 

something traumatic to get through it. 

E. Teenagers have made TikTok popular. 


